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Show. Any high school student
enrolled in an agriculture or horti-
culture program in Ohio was eli-
gible to complete in the event, held
in Columbus.

Students were asked to identify
deciduous and evergreen trees
and shrubs, mgerenninls‘ turf

asses, covers, insects,

iseases, and equipment used in
landscapm%anThey also had to
interpret a landscape design,
pare a customer’s order, select
nursery plants, and determine
pmper shrub pruning procedures.

A written test covered plant selec-
tion and care, disease control, and
landscape prineiples.

The Mlynek youth is a junior in
Clay High School’s agriculture pro-
gram, which was recognized last
year by the National Association of
Ag;ncul(ural Educators as one of
the top six such programs in the
country. Instructors Linda Rossler
and Charles Schneider accepted
the award at the organization's
annual conference in San Diego in
December.

Young Jim said he hasn't consid-
ered any other career but the one
he has grown up in. “I started out
young and I just really caught on

and enjoyed it. I like everything
about it,” he said.

He said he isn't sure if hell
continue to study landscaping
through a two or four-year college
program after high school gradua-
tion. Meanwhile, he added, he’s
learning from his dad and grandfa-
ther.

“I'm very proud of him,” the
elder Jim said. The two have been
working together for 12 years and
recently became partners in a new
venture that is to open this spring,
a stone yard that will operate in
conjunction with the existing
landscaping and retail plant sales
business.

“Last spring Jim and 1 put our
heads together and started talking
about the stone business, some-
thing that goes pe: with our
existing business,” Mr.
said. “We figured we could make it
work. We really dug in and have
been working very hard on it since
last May.”

Tom Mlynek, founder of the
hobby turned-business, watches

the growth from his home on the
nursery grounds at 5819 Woodville
Rd. He retired from his full-time
job as a wood pattern maker in
1994,

“My idea to putter around with a
few flats of flowers has really
snowballed,” he sai



